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If you’re writing LGBTQIA+ characters or stories about LGBTQIA+ identity, please 

ensure you aren’t doing so purely because you believe it’ll make your submission more likely to 

be accepted. The #OwnVoices movement was intended to give marginalized people space to tell 

their tales and should not be treated as a genre fad writers can leverage for professional gain. 

Representation matters. We don’t want to discourage anyone from writing stories that 

feature a diverse cast of characters, but there is a world of difference between stories with 

diverse characters and stories where, for example, an LGBTQIA+ character is a shallow prop, a 

depthless token inserted without realistic qualities or concerns in an otherwise all-straight cast, or 

worse fetishizing their otherness. It is admirable to want to include more than your own personal 

experiences and to acknowledge the existence of people different from yourself (after all, that is 

what fiction is all about!), but it is the responsibility of a conscientious writer to consider the 

consequences of their words and how they may be interpreted, internalized, and turned into real-

life values in the minds of others. 

Your words have real-life impact. Your portrayal of an LGBTQIA+ character could be 

someone's first exposure to the LGBTQIA+ community and shape their interactions with people 

they meet—for better or worse. 

Just as you would research anything you write about in your fiction—which flowers grow 

best in deserts, or which explosives might be available to a young thief on a mission in the 

1700s—please, take at least that much time to research the cultures and struggles of the people 

you're bringing to life on the page. 

To clarify: we aren’t asking for #OwnVoices writers to self-identify. We are, however, 

asking writers to take care and to take seriously their responsibility to the real-life individuals, 

issues, and communities they write about.  

Consider participating in writing communities with active LGBTQIA+ members who 

might be willing to read your work and share their perspectives. We recently added a 

“sensitivityhelp” channel to our own Discord server, and have created a way for sensitivity 

readers to identify themselves with badges.  

If you are the kind of writer who scoffs at the idea of sensitivity readers or content/trigger 

warnings, you’re exactly who we’re addressing here. Stop taking offense and start listening. 
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Being inclusive can be hard. It takes real work, and none of it is easy. If you don’t want to do the 

work, ask yourself if you’re really doing anyone (including yourself) any favors by writing about 

people and issues you’re intentionally ignorant about. 

TL;DR: We ask writers who submit works featuring LGBTQIA+ characters to use 

sensitivity readers to ensure they are not misrepresenting or doing harm to a marginalized 

population. We’re here to help you improve your writing and get published—this is one small 

step that goes a long way toward helping all of us achieve those goals. 

We love to see diversity and inclusivity in fiction, but it can be difficult to write about 

people unlike yourself. If you’d like to learn more, we have created an extensive resource you 

can see here. However, if you only have time to check one, please visit (and bookmark) Writing 

the Other. 

  

https://writingtheother.com/
https://writingtheother.com/
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Resources 

Writing the Other by Cynthia Ward and Nisi Shawl 

Life Isn’t Binary by Meg-John Barker and Alex Iantaffi 

All Boys Aren’t Blue: A Memoir-Manifesto by George M. Johnson 

Nonbinary: Memoirs of Gender and Identity by Micah Rajunov 

Invisible: Personal Essays on Representation in SF/F (three volumes) (A lot of these essays are 

available on Jim C Hines' blog. They are all published together in the books.) 

Wonderbook: The Illustrated Guide to Creating Imaginative Fiction by Jeff VanderMeer 

Steering the Craft: A Twenty-First-Century Guide to Sailing the Sea of Story by Ursula K Le 

Guin 

Write Characters Your Readers Won't Forget by Stan Litore 

Craft in the Real World by Matthew Salesses 

The Heroine's Journey by Gail Carriger 

Relevant Secondary texts: 

About Writing by Samuel R Delaney 

The Geek Feminist Revolution by Kameron Hurley 

Web Resources 

Writing the Other Roundtable: How To Stay In Your Lane 

Listening 101 or What Happens When Your Sensitivity Reader Tells You The Book is Hot 

Garbage 

Representation is Hard 

Representing My Equals 

11.46: Colonialism, with Steven Barnes, Tempest Bradford, DongWon Song, and Shveta 

Thakrar 

Should White People Write About People of Color? 

Hiromi Goto: WisCon38 Guest of Honour Speech 

Writing POC When You are White 

https://writingtheother.com/roundtable-stay-lane/
https://mikkikendall.com/2016/08/09/listening-101-or-what-happens-when-your-sensitivity-reader-tells-you-the-book-is-hot-garbage/
https://mikkikendall.com/2016/08/09/listening-101-or-what-happens-when-your-sensitivity-reader-tells-you-the-book-is-hot-garbage/
https://bankuei.tumblr.com/post/80297854396/representation-is-hard
https://www.torforgeblog.com/2016/09/06/representing-my-equals/
https://writingexcuses.com/2016/11/13/11-46-colonialism-with-steven-barnes-tempest-bradford-dongwon-song-and-shveta-thakrar/
https://writingexcuses.com/2016/11/13/11-46-colonialism-with-steven-barnes-tempest-bradford-dongwon-song-and-shveta-thakrar/
https://ktempest.tumblr.com/post/86335228967/should-white-people-write-about-people-of-color
https://www.hiromigoto.com/wiscon38-guest-of-honour-speech/
http://justinelarbalestier.com/blog/2015/10/20/on-writing-poc-when-you-are-white/


On #OwnVoices and the Importance of Sensitivity Readers  |  Quasar Editing 

www.quasarediting.com 

The Easiest And Quickest Way To Make A Bunch Of White People Mad At You (Hint: Just Say 

"No") 

Writing People of Color 

Writing Better Diverse Characters 

Nine Worlds: The ‘Just Don’t’ list from Writing the Other workshop 

Writing the Margins from the Centre and Other Moral Geometries by Amal El-Mohtar 

Max Gladstone on Bees and Diversity 

The Dos and Don’ts of Writing About the Disabled 

Good Writers, Coasting, and How You Can Avoid Joss Whedon’s Mistakes 

https://www.theroot.com/the-easiest-and-quickest-way-to-make-a-bunch-of-white-p-1822522848
https://www.theroot.com/the-easiest-and-quickest-way-to-make-a-bunch-of-white-p-1822522848
https://midnightbreakfast.com/writing-people-of-color
https://ktempest.tumblr.com/post/86051013267/i-was-wondering-if-anybody-ha-any-good-resources
https://stephaniesaulter.com/2014/08/11/nine-worlds-the-just-dont-list-from-writing-the-other-workshop/
http://uncannymagazine.com/writing-the-margins-from-the-centre-and-other-moral-geometries-by-amal-el-mohtar
https://intellectusspeculativus.wordpress.com/2015/07/16/guest-post-max-gladstone-on-bees-and-diversity/
https://lithub.com/the-dos-and-donts-of-writing-about-the-disabled/
http://tempest.fluidartist.com/avoid-joss-whedon/

